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Land Acknowledgement

The Canada Council’s offices, 
located in Ottawa, are on the 
unceded, unsurrendered Territory of 
the Anishinaabe Algonquin Nation 
whose presence here reaches back 
to time immemorial.

The Algonquin Canoe, 2012, Daniel (Pinock) Smith, birch bark canoe, 
cedar ribs, cedar paddles. Collection of the Canada Council Art Bank. 
Photo: Sandra Dyck



Today’s agenda 

✓ Overview of all Programs 

✓ Arts Across Canada | Arts Abroad – Microgrants 

✓ Explore and Create - Artistic Creation 

✓ How to Access the New Portal

✓ Create a Profile | Application Assistance | Access Support 

✓ Peer Assessment / Nomination

✓ Q & As



The Canada Council for the Arts: 
Who we are and what we do

We are proud to be Canada’s public arts funder

We award grants to individuals, groups and organizations 
to carry out their arts projects and activities

We award prizes in recognition of outstanding achievements

We support other initiatives including the Art Bank, Âjagemô, 
the Public Lending Right Program and international initiatives 
such as the Venice Biennale of Architecture 



Who can apply?

Canadian citizens, 

Protected Persons 

or Permanent 

Residents of Canada, 

as defined by 

Immigration, 

Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada

Artists or arts workers 
Arts groups 
Arts organizations

Individuals 

18+ years old



Programs

Canada Council grants are organized into 
6 main Programs that support a wide range 
of artistic activities and the arts sector. 

Each program offers grants, which are 
called Funding Opportunities. 

• Explore and Create

• Engage and Sustain

• Creating, Knowing and Sharing

• Supporting Artistic Practice

• Arts Across Canada and Abroad



Funding Opportunities in this Program:

Arts Across Canada and Abroad

Supports Canadian artists 
in sharing their work both 
nationally and internationally.

Funding opportunities in this Program:

• Micro-grants
• Representation and Promotion
• Translation
• International Translation
• Circulation and Touring
• International Residencies
• International Co-productions
• Foreign Artist Tours
• Public Outreach
• Arts Festivals and Presenters



Explore and Create

Funding opportunities in this Program:

• Artistic Creation 

• Artist-driven Organizations

Supports the research, 
development, creation, and 
production of artistic work



Engage and Sustain

Funding opportunities in this Program:

• Artistic Catalysts

• Artistic Institutions

Supports the research, 
development, creation and 
production of artistic work



Creating, Knowing and Sharing: 
The Arts and Cultures of First Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples

Supports individuals, groups, 
Indigenous-led arts organizations 
and cultural sector development 
organizations that foster a vital and 
resilient Indigenous arts ecosystem.

Funding opportunities in this Program:

• Travel
• Small-Scale Activities
• Short-Term Projects
• Long-Term Projects
• Indigenous Organizations



Supports activities in 3 broad areas:
• Creating
• Knowing
• Sharing

Creating, Knowing and Sharing: 
The Arts and Cultures of First Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples



You can apply for any combination of eligible Creating, Knowing and Sharing activities,

including but not limited to:

• Creating – research; creation; production; critical discourse (including research 
or writing); residencies; collaborations

Creating, Knowing and Sharing: 
The Arts and Cultures of First Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples



You can apply for any combination of eligible Creating, Knowing and Sharing activities,

including but not limited to:

• Knowing – mentorships; artistic training; community-based initiatives to engage 
young people through artistic practices; language preservation through artistic 
practices; intergenerational transmission of artistic knowledge; preservation of 
traditional knowledge through artistic practice; development of administrative, 
artistic, cultural or organizational capacity; research; collaborations

Creating, Knowing and Sharing: 
The Arts and Cultures of First Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples



You can apply for any combination of eligible Creating, Knowing and Sharing activities,

including but not limited to:

• Sharing – local, regional, national or international exhibitions; 
implementation of dissemination strategy and organizational objectives; 
publishing activities; gathering events involving artistic practices; collaborations; 
marketing and publicity; presentations, festivals and showcase events; 
networking events involving artistic practices; outreach activities

Creating, Knowing and Sharing: 
The Arts and Cultures of First Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples



Supporting Artistic Practice 

Supports Canadian arts professionals, 
groups and arts organizations who 
champion the Canadian arts sector, boost 
the capacity for artists to realize work and 
advance the conditions of creation.

Funding opportunities in this Program:

• Sector Support, Innovation and Development

• Composite Activities

• Literary Publishing Projects

• Literary Publishers

• Support Organizations

• National Arts Service Organizations



Funding Opportunities in this Program:

Strategic Funds

Strategic Funds include:

• Access Support 
• Market Access Strategy for Official Language Minority 

Communities (OLMC) Fund

In addition to its regular programs, 
the Canada Council for the Arts 
makes use of strategic, targeted funds 
that respond to particular opportunities 
or issues in the arts sector.



Prizes

• exceptional and impactful careers; 

• artists and arts workers who demonstrate outstanding potential and promise;

• exemplary achievements across disciplines; 

• outstanding artistic and research projects and initiatives; and

• leadership and innovation of artists and researchers in all regions of the country.

Awarded in recognition of:



MICRO-GRANTS



Arts Across Canada and Arts Abroad Program

Micro-Grants

Representation 
and Promotion

Translation International 
Translation

Circulation 
and Touring

International 
Residencies

International 
Co-productions

Foreign 
Artist Tours

Public Outreach Arts Festivals 
and Presenters



Arts Across Canada and Arts Abroad – Micro-grants

Micro-grants is one of the funding opportunities managed by 
the Arts Across Canada and Abroad program.

Micro-grants funds activities that support the professional growth 
and advancement of artistic careers or practices of artists, 
arts workers, groups and organizations



What is the Micro-grants Funding Opportunity? 

This funding opportunity provides support for: 

❖ Career or artistic development, and acquiring knowledge;

❖ Increasing accessibility for audiences, artists and / or arts workers 

who are Deaf or have disabilities;

❖ Market & network development;

❖ Participation in a presentation or an exhibition opportunity; 



Career or Artistic Development and Acquiring Knowledge 

To support learning-based projects, such as: 

❖Mentorships 

❖ Apprenticeships / Internships 

❖ Specialized trainings 

❖Workshops 

❖ Residencies (training-based) 

❖ Participation in conferences, seminars, or other significant events

Micro-grants: Eligible Activities 



Increasing accessibility for audiences, artists and/or arts workers 
who are Deaf or have disabilities. 

Anyone who wants to address accessibility barriers can apply to: 

❖Make your project accessible to the public

❖Make your project accessible to invited participants

❖Meet your own access needs

Micro-grants: Eligible Activities 



Increasing accessibility for audiences, artists and/or arts workers 
who are Deaf or have disabilities. 

Accessibility costs include: 
❖ sign language interpretation and translation, 
❖ accessibility audits, 
❖ audio description, 
❖ costs associated with relaxed performances, 
❖ personal support workers, 
❖ captioning, 
❖ ramp rental, 
❖ access coordinators. 

Micro-grants: Eligible Activities 



Market and Network Development

This activity is meant to support: 

❖ Developing markets and networks (incl. participation in official showcases)

❖ Exploring future artistic collaborations

❖ Prospection for exhibition tours (directors and curators only) 

Micro-grants: Eligible Activities 



Participation in a Presentation or Exhibition Opportunity

This activity is meant to support:

❖ participation in significant events

❖ presenting artistic work

❖ building on an existing tour (for a single representative of a group 

or organization)

Micro-grants: Eligible Activities 



Projects that mainly focus on creation (see Artistic Creation)

Capital expenditures

Activities that are on the general list of ineligible activities

Micro-grants: Ineligible activities  



Micro-grants: Eligible Expenses

❖ Professional fees or honoraria

❖ Travel, including accommodation, per diem, etc.

❖ Registration or training costs

❖ Compensation or personal costs

❖ Renting or purchasing materials, software, etc. 

❖ Production or exhibition expenses

❖ Gifts or honoraria for Indigenous Elders and/or knowledge keepers

❖ Equipment rental

❖ Accessibility costs



Application Limits and Deadlines 

You can apply for up to $10,000 per application 
and receive a maximum of $30,000 per year.

You can submit up to 3 applications per year 
(January 1 - December 31).

Apply-any-time before the start date of your project, activity or departure date. 

Results: usually within 4 months of submitting your application. 



Artistic Creation



Explore and Create
Program

Artistic Creation

Artist-Driven
Organizations



Explore and Create - Artistic Creation

Artistic Creation is one of the funding opportunities 
managed by the Explore and Create program.

Explore and Create funds Canadian artists, artistic groups, and 
organizations committed to the creation and dissemination of 
innovative, vibrant and diverse art.



Projects that involve public sharing of work must also involve at least one 
or more of the activities found in the eligible activities list.  
Projects must include the creation of artistic work.

You can apply for a project grant to develop, create, and share artistic work 
at any or all stages of the creative process. 

Artistic Creation supports artistic research and experimentation, 
creation, production and public sharing of artistic work. 

What is the Artistic Creation funding opportunity?



Examples: exploring a new medium or genre, testing new technology, 
working with new collaborators, incorporating new elements into one’s practice, etc.

Artistic Experimentation: Exploring new approaches, techniques 
and ideas for your project.

Examples: archival research, location scouting, residencies, etc.

Artistic Research: Investigating, examining and reflecting upon the process, 
impacts and outcomes of your artistic practice. This includes curatorial 
research and critical writing. 

Eligible activities include: 



Eligible activities include: 

Creation of Artistic Work: All steps involved in developing and creating 
an artistic work in any field of practice. 

Examples : Staging, set building, recording, installation of an exhibition, pre-publication 
activities (design, editing, layout), production of media arts projects, etc.

Production of Artistic Work: Transforming your idea into a final artistic work 
ready to be shared with the public. 

Examples : Writing and/or illustrating a book, creating choreography, making new 
pieces in studio, writing a play or screenwriting, writing songs,  rehearsals, 
working with collaborators on creating new work, etc.



Eligible activities include: 

Artists and Community Collaboration: Activities wherein professional 
artists and organizations collaborate with community members in the 
creation of work. 

Examples : Live performances, exhibitions, screenings, readings, 
public participation in the creation of work, virtual or digital activities, 
publication and other forms of dissemination. 

Public Sharing of Artistic Work: Publicly sharing your work in the final 
stages of the creative process. 

Examples : an artist working with youth groups, or in a healthcare facility to 
create collaborative work; working with a specific cultural community toward 
a presentation of works, etc. 



Activities can take place in person, online or both.

Works in progress are eligible. 
However, the Council can only fund activities that have yet be completed.

Your start date must be after the date of submission.  
If your funding is approved but your activity dates change, you will be able to propose new dates.

Eligible activities continued… 

Travel related to your project is eligible.



Request and annual application limits:

You can apply for up to $75,000 per application 
and receive a maximum of $150,000 per year.

You can submit up to 3 applications per year 
(January 1-December 31).

$75,000

$75,000

Examples – successful grants:

$75,000

$25,000

$50,000

$150,000 $150,000



Eligible Expenses include: 

• Direct expenses related to the activities

• Fees and payments to artists, participants and collaborators 

• Public accessibility expenses

• Travel related to the project

• Gifts or payment to Indigenous Elders and/or traditional knowledge keepers, ceremonies, etc.

• Child/dependent care if it is required to complete the activity

• Equipment purchases required specifically for the activity, up to a maximum of $2,000 per item 

purchased for total combined costs of up to 15% of the grant requested.



NEW PORTAL



Welcome to the portal
Visit the portal to browse funding opportunities (grants and prizes) 
and get help from the Canada Council in your preferred language.



What you can do with a portal account

➢ submit applications and nominations

➢ track and report on funding awards and payments

➢ securely manage your account and banking information

➢ self-nominate to be an assessor

➢ keep track of your communications with the Council 



Overview of the application process

Sign up for a portal account

Add an applicant profile

Browse funding opportunities 

Apply for funding 

Request Access Support (for eligible applicants only)

Applications are assessed (Council)

Receive funding results

Manage and track your funding awards



Sign up for a portal account
Whether you’re new to the Canada Council or had an account in the previous portal, 
you must sign up for an account in our updated portal to:

access all available portal features

track your funding awards and payments

self-nominate to be a peer assessor

apply for funding opportunities
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Did you have an account in the previous portal?

Your account details and application history will be carried over 
to the updated portal.

Use the same email address from your previous account when 
setting up your new account. 

Prefer a different email?  Create your account with your preferred email, 
then use the help feature to request that your previous account 
information is linked.



How to sign up for an account

Need help?  Consult our how-to video, Self-Study Guides and 
Quick Reference Guides, at canadacouncil.ca/funding/resources

https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/guidance-and-resources


Sign in to your account



Complete your account information
Account details

Self-ID

Granting Eligibility

Payment

Self-nominate to be an assessor (optional)



Account details

Enter and update your personal information, including your contact information



Self-ID
Completing the Self-ID section is optional. 

However, to be eligible to request Application Assistance or Strategic Funds, 
such as Access Support or the Market Access Strategy for Official Language Minority Communities 
(OLMC) Fund, individuals must complete the Self-ID Form, and groups and organizations 
must submit the Strategic Group Information Form.



Self-ID
You can choose to self-identify as:

• First Nations, Inuit or Métis 
• Deaf or having a disability, including living with mental illness
• Belonging to a racialized community 
• Member of an Official Language Minority Community

Individuals self-identify by completing 

the Self-ID Form and selecting relevant 

priority group(s) in their portal account

Organizations or groups whose mandate 

it is to serve these communities can also 

self-identify by completing the 

Strategic Group Information Form



Granting Eligibility



Payment



Self-nominate to be an assessor

Self-nominate if you want
to be considered to assess 
applications. 

Complete the 
Assessor Self-Nomination Form 
to share your experience 
and areas of expertise.  



Assessor information

After submitting your Self-Nomination Form:

• The Assessor Information section appears

• View or update your details at any time

• Track any assessor assignments



Applicant profile categories

1. Artist or arts worker 

2. Artistic group 

3. Arts supporting group 

4. Artistic organization 

5. Presenting organization 

6. Supporting organization 

7. Business cultural connector 

8. Foreign arts festival, biennale or book fair 

9. Foreign publisher or theatre 

• You need an applicant profile to apply for grants.

• Profile category determines eligibility for specific 
funding opportunities.

• 9 easy-to-navigate profile categories.

• Profile descriptions in the Granting Eligibility 
section of your account.

• Select the profile that best matches your
work and activities.



First Nations, Inuit and Métis applicant profiles

To reduce barriers for First Nations, Inuit or Métis applicants, these profiles provide access 
to all the Council’s funding opportunities, beyond the Creating, Knowing and Sharing: 
The Arts and Cultures of First Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples program.   

Applicants who belong to First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities 
can select one of these profiles:

1. First Nations, Inuit or Métis Cultural Carrier
2. First Nations, Inuit or Métis Artist or arts/cultural worker
3. First Nations, Inuit or Métis emerging artist
4. First Nations, Inuit or Métis group or collective
5. First Nations, Inuit or Métis not-for-profit organization
6. First Nations, Inuit or Métis for-profit organization
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Did you have an applicant profile in the previous portal?

• You do not need to create a new profile.

• Your previous profiles and account information, 
including your application history, will be transferred 
when you open an account in the updated portal.



Did you have a New and Early Career Artist 
applicant profile in the previous portal?

The NECA profile has been retired. Your existing account and applicant profile will 
automatically transfer to the updated portal once you create your account.

What to expect in the updated portal based on your NECA profile status:

• If your NECA profile was approved and you received funding: 
     Your applicant profile will be approved when you sign in to your account.

• If your NECA profile was approved, but you haven’t received funding:
    Your applicant profile will be pending review by a program officer when you sign in.



When to add an applicant profile

Add a profile before, or at the same time, as you apply 
for funding.   

Your profile will be reviewed by Council staff during 
the application assessment process.  

You do not have to wait for your profile to be validated 
before you apply.



How to add an applicant profile

Already have a validated profile?
You do not need to create a new one.



Choose an applicant profile

View the profiles that are 
relevant to your account type: 
individual, group or organization.  

Review profile descriptions, 
eligibility requirements and 
choose one that fits your 
activities and experience.



Browse funding opportunities



How to browse for funding opportunities

View More Funding Opportunities



View funding opportunity details



Ready to apply for funding?

Add an applicant profile

Select a Funding Opportunity

Complete Checklist items

Start your application



Complete the Application Form

Complete the Application Form and Budget

Complete the Declaration and Submit

Include (if required):
• participant bios or CVs
• artistic samples

Look for Helpful Information 
throughout the Application Form to 
support your answers.

This includes tips, prompts, 
reminders and other useful 
information.



Application Assistance

Application Assistance helps cover costs for services that support account creation 
and the application or nomination process for grants and prizes.

It is available for individuals or the lead applicant for a group who self-identify as:
• Being Deaf, hard of hearing, having a disability or living with mental illness
• First Nations, Inuit or Métis facing language, geographic and/or cultural barriers

To request Application Assistance, individuals must complete the Self-ID Form 
and groups and organizations must submit the Strategic Group Information Form.



Types of support covered by Application Assistance

Account creation assistance to:
• create your portal account and submit an applicant profile;
• complete and submit your Assessor Self-nomination Form; 

and/or 

Grant or prize assistance to:

• submit a grant or prize application, nomination, 
grant acceptance, project update or final report.

Categories of support for grant or prize assistance are: 
• general assistance
• Indigenous language translation into written English or French
• sign language interpretation and translation



How to request Application Assistance

Log a case to submit your request 

Consult the Application Assistance 
webpage for information about who can 
apply and eligible costs

Council staff will get back to you 
and may ask you for additional 
information



Add a Third Party to your application

The Add Third Party Access will 
only appear when you reach the 
Application Form in the Checklist.  



Access Support

Eligible applicants are:

• Individuals who complete the Self-ID Form and self-identify as 
          being Deaf, having a disability or living with mental illness.

• Groups and organizations that complete the Strategic Group Information 
Form in the portal, attesting that they meet the Council’s criteria for Deaf 
and disability strategic funding.

Access Support is a contribution towards expenses associated 
with Deaf and disability-related supports and services required by 
the applicant, artistic team, and any invited participants to carry out funded activities.



When to apply for Access Support

Apply with your associated funding application, or anytime after 
funding, up until your final report.

You can request support multiple times.

Report any previous Access Support before requesting more.

Core grant recipients are required to request support annually.



How to request Access Support

Complete the short form, 

a short budget, and the declaration

From the associated funding application 
click on Create new Access Support request 

Keep in mind that Access Support is not meant to support 
audience members or general participants. Accessibility 
costs for the general audience or open workshops should 
be within your associated project budget under the 
Accessibility Costs section.



Peer assessment

Peer assessment is the basis for most of the Council’s funding decisions. 
It ensures integrity, transparency and inclusiveness

Peer assessors can be artists, arts workers, Knowledge Keepers, Elders, 
academics and individuals who bring a range of experience and expertise 
to the assessment process

Peer assessment committees are groups of invited peer assessors



What peer assessors do

Evaluate applications based on assessment criteria

Collaborate to rank applications by consensus

Participate in committee meetings



Funding results

Once results are released, you will receive an email 
with your funding result and your application scores.

Applications that ranked highly will receive funding, 
while those that did not score highly enough, will 
not receive funding.   

Funding decisions are based on the ranking determined by
the peer assessment committee.

The notification of results date is found on the specific 
Funding Opportunity webpage.   



If you are awarded funding

Keep track of your payments 

Accept or decline your funding by the 
date in the Funding Awards Checklist

Ensure your banking details are up-to-date 

Complete the Checklist



If you are not awarded funding

Keep the following in mind:

The assessment 
process is very 
competitive 

Our budget is 
limited, and 
we cannot 
support all 
applications

The context 

changes with 
each competition

It does not 
mean that your 
project or 
activity lacks 
merit



Planning to re-apply?

Review your 
application 
scores to 
identify 
strengths and 
areas of 
improvement

Get a fresh 
perspective! 
Ask a friend for 
constructive 
feedback about 
your 
application

Reflect any 
changes to your 
timeline, 
participants, 
budget and other 
key details in 
your new 
application

Keep any support 
material links 
active until the 
notification of 
results date

Check the 
deadline and 
annual 
application 
limits for your 
selected  
funding 
opportunity



Manage and track your applications 
and funding awards

Track the status of your applications

View and manage your awarded funds 
in the funding awards section of your 
portal account.

Access your application history and 
awards over time.



Report on your funding award

An Update Report is only required if there are 
significant changes to your project or activities.    

A Final Report is required when your project 
or activity is complete.  



How to get help



Log and submit a Case

• A Case is a help request

• Submit a Case directly through the portal

• Use drop-down menus to select a topic 

and fill out the required fields 

• Upload relevant documents when you 

submit a Case for faster and clearer help​



Track and view your help requests



More resources

Videos, self study 
and Quick 
Reference guides to 
help you create an 
account, navigate, 
and manage your 
funding awards in 
the portal.

Details about 
upcoming 
webinars and 
information 
sessions

Guidance and a 
template to 
help you create 
an arts and 
cultural CV

Detailed 
information 
about 
Application 
Assistance

Consult the Guidance and Resources webpage to find more helpful resources and tools at 
www.canadacouncil.ca/funding/resources  



Questions & Answers
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